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8 Septenber 1997

Re: NEPA Technical Inquiry 0032 - Floodplain Determnation

Dear NEPA Call-In User:

This letter is in response to your February 13, 1997 request for

i nformati on on floodplain determination. You indicated GSA is
interested in acquiring a building in the Central Business District of
Schenect ady, NY. Specifically, you wanted to deternmine if the
properties being considered are within the floodplain and provided the
| ocations of the potential sites:

1. 650 Franklin Street;

2. 415 Center Street; and

3. 155 Eri e Boul evard.

Additionally, you wanted to obtain copies of the relevant Federa
Emer gency Managenent Agency (FEMA) Fl ood | nsurance Rate Maps.

In order to deternmine if the potential sites are within the fl oodpl ain
NEPA Cal | -1 n contacted the US Arny Corps of Engi neers (USACE)
Headquarters, Washington, D.C, (202) 761-0001. A representative stated
this office did not have copies of Flood Insurance Rate Maps but
suggested we call the New York regional office of USACE, (212) 264-4663.
NEPA Cal |l -1 n contacted M. John Petrovich, Floodplain Managenent

Coordi nator, (212) 264-8870, who stated they do not have copies of the
Fl ood I nsurance Rate Maps for distribution, but will allow individuals
to view these maps within their office. M. Petrovich's office is

| ocated in your office building. During our follow up conversation, we
provi ded you with his phone nunber and suggested you contact himto set
up a tinme for such a view ng.

NEPA Cal |l -1n then contacted FEMA's Map Service Center (MSC), (800)
358-9616, for floodplain informati on and nmaps concerning the three
specified sites. Their representative stated, generally, the first step
is to order an index map of a particular city or town which provides a
breakdown of the city into smaller units called panels. Fromthe index
map, it is possible to determ ne which panel maps will be needed to
obtain the desired information. Once the panel maps are obtained, the
fl ood zone designations can be determ ned by reading the map. NEPA
Call-1n ordered the index nap and the two panel maps for the area of
concern. These are the currently effective Flood | nsurance Rate Maps
and they are dated Septenber 30, 1983. At this time we are enclosing
the two rel evant panel maps. The index map of he area was not in stock
and will not be available for 2 to 5 nonths. NEPA Call-In will provide
you this map when it becones avail abl e.

The materials in this Tl have been prepared for use by GSA enpl oyees
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and contractors and are nade available at this site only to pernit the
general public to |l earn nore about NEPA. The information is not intended to
constitute |l egal advice or substitute for obtaining | egal advice from an
attorney licensed in your state and may or may not reflect the nmost current

| egal devel opnents. Readers should al so be aware that this response is based
upon | aws, regulations, and policies in place at the tine it was prepared and
that this response will not be updated to reflect changes to those | aws,
regul ati ons and poli cies.

Si ncerely,
(Original Signed)

NEPA Cal |l -1 n Researcher



